EVOLUTION 550 PLATINUM CUDDY

The Evolution )
Revolution

There are fishing boats and then there are boats that
you can fish out of. According to John Willis this
cuddy makes one hell of a sports fishing outfit.

IT'S hard to get a boat that is fishing
friendly, while having a level of comfort and
versatility for when the whole family wants
to do something different — together! The
Evolution is one of the fishiest rigs I've ever
seen and little wonder with its design and
build pedigree; all involved in this package
have been dedicated to the fishing and boat-
ing industry for many years, and it shows.
The Evolution at 5.5m is just right for the
travelling fisho with a conventional six
cylinder vehicle who wants a boat suitable
for single-handed operation. Combine this
with the inherent sea going ability to travel
to distant offshore destinations or to com-
fortably navigate larger estuaries in short,

sharp choppy conditions and you have a
truly desirable package.

Local Melbourne boys Paul Junginger
(“Junga” to all who know him) and Andrew
Pawsey have dedicated their time, finances
and ingenuity to produce this package.

From a distance the boat could have
been made by any of the major producers —
it's only a closer inspection that reveals its
secrets. And one of its biggest secrets is its
beam. The boat defies logic in having a 2.5m
beam, but it works! It not only works in giv-
ing the greatest available deck room in its
class but it also works in giving exceptional
stability at rest, at the same time delivering
a very satisfying ride in the nasty stuff.

The Evolution is one
craft that’s designed
and built for fishing,

and it shows.

The boat is solid as a rock. The package is
built in the old tradition of more is better,
not less saves cost. The package is hand laid
and incorporates woven-rovings in the lam-
inates to produce exceptional strength.
Whilst it is true that there have been some
recent improvements to fibreglass technol-
ogy allowing lighter construction tech-
niques there’s still no substitute for hull
thickness through a heavy glass laminate.

The hull features a half pod style transom
that really works. The transom wall is high
and gives a great feeling of security. It has a
very efficient work area that is especially
welcome whilst trolling or fishing at anchor.
The boys at PD Marine are famous for their
custom bait board and rod holder combina-
tions as well as a range of after market
stainless steel services and there is more
than enough room at the transom for a
berley bucket, fold-down ladder or auxiliary
engine mount if required.
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The interior of the transom bulkhead
allows three compartments into which all of
the mechanics are locked away. The test
boat featured a bilge pump, plumbed wash-
down hose, convenient five-drawer tackle
locker, twin batteries with isolator and oil
bottle. The interior transom wall is trimmed
with a padded coaming, and it is amazing
just how much you will appreciate the
reduced fatigue this enables on a long slog in
a big sea, or hooked up to that fish of a life-
time. | would personally continue the
padded coaming right around the cockpit
sides, as it's easily fitted as an option. An
optional lift out rear lounge is also available
for those who have family and friends to
consider. The cockpit sides contain fairly
traditional full-length side pocket storage
and rod holders. The display boat was also
fitted with a set of stainless coaming racks
that thankfully can be fitted inside the side
pocket so as not to attack your ankles, as
most do! All cockpit mouldings are lifted just
high enough off the cockpit floor to allow
very good toe-holds for angler safety and
stability. The rear coamings also thankfully
provide a well-positioned, recessed grab rail.

Seating configuration is as it should be;
there are fibreglass seat boxes on the port
and starboard sides, the passenger side
being the larger which contains a more
than adequate live bait tank. The smaller
driver’s side seat box holds more storage
compartments and tackle lockers. Large,
wide upholstered swivel seats provide a
great deal of operator comfort and
footrests are moulded into the fibreglass
cockpit liner at a good practical height.

Helm position is simple and reasonably
well laid out providing ample room for
marine radio, separate Navman GPS and
sounder, six-gang switch panel, compass
and even switch gear for the optional
Stress-Free anchor winch. Being fitted with
an Evinrude 150hp Direct Injection out-
board the standard retro style gauges look
very stylish.

Even though this is a great looking boat
it is built for practicality. It is reasonably
raw in its gel coat finish compared with
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many of the beautifully trimmed packages
that we are becoming accustomed to see-
ing nowadays. The boat is built for the
rough stuff, and is also easily cleaned after a
day out with a messy fisho like me. There
are no intricate dashboard panels, the fibre-
glass edges are left raw without painful
pinch weld that keeps falling off, the bunk
cushions are a sensible and easily cleaned
vinyl that won't easily absorb moisture and
the cabin floor is moulded fibreglass with a
non-skid texture.

The cabin allows good headroom and
suitable sized bunks for a snooze. There is
terrific storage space in the large side pock-
ets as well as under the bunk cushions. A
moulded step in the bow is a welcome addi-
tion. There are very practical and easily
accessed housings for the fire extinguisher
and EPIRB on both the port and starboard
sides. The cockpit floor is carpeted and
houses a 180 litre fuel tank to provide
exceptional range in conjunction with our
late model fuel efficient outboards. There is
a kill tank underfloor aft which keeps the
work area tidy and uncluttered. A func-
tional strong cabin combination is topped
off with a stainless steel framed, toughened

ano?

2 STOP THE BUS

The 21 degree deadrise
hull proved a joy to drive.
Stability is a big plus of
the Evolution 550.

glass, curved windscreen and the boys at
PD Marine opted the package with a solid
stainless steel frame to the bimini/rocket
launcher combination. Detachable clear
side curtains are a must for those of us
down here in the deep cold south!

The exterior mouldings look great and are
finished off nicely with teardrop shaped
cabin windows. It's nice to see manufactur-
ers experimenting with different coloured
gel coats in hulls these days and this manu-
facturer has produced some striking looking
boats. Additionally, the flowing lines created
by the curved gunwale are most pleasing.

Access to the bow is through a large
hinged cabin hatch and the bow sprit/rope
hatch combination is sensible, well laid out
and safe. It will house a large SARCA
anchor or any other preferred anchor com-
bination. The bow area is finished with an
attractive stainless steel split bow rail.

BELOW LEFT: The Evolution came
supplied with a Dunbier Super Roller
tandem trailer.

BELOW RIGHT: Fishing is the priority of
this boat as you can see from its layout.
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